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Advanced Placement Ps\cholog\ 2023 - 2024 Course S\llabus

Oak Park High School
Mr. Me\er ± G-4
Email: cme\er@opusd.org

COURSE DESCRIPTION

The pXrpoVe of AP PV\cholog\ iV Wo inWrodXce VWXdenWV Wo Whe VWXdieV of behaYior and menWal proceVVeV of
hXmanV and animalV. SWXdenWV Zill be proYided ZiWh a criWical oYerYieZ of Whe VWXd\ of pV\cholog\,
focXVing on Whe WheorieV and reVearch meWhodV XVed in pV\chological Vcience and pracWice. BecaXVe
pV\cholog\ iV a faVcinaWing coXrVe, iW iV poVVible Wo e[plore Whe field XVing a YarieW\ of meWhodV. The
coXrVe informaWion Zill be preVenWed WhroXgh lecWXreV, claVV parWicipaWion acWiYiWieV, demonVWraWionV, and
aXdio-YiVXal aidV. SWXdenWV Zill XVe Whe We[W bookV and oWher reVoXrceV VXch aV Whe inWerneW, popXlar media
and profeVVional pV\chological pXblicaWionV in order Wo condXcW reVearch WhroXghoXW Whe \ear. SWXdenWV
Zill learn aboXW Whe meWhodV and eWhical approacheV of profeVVional pV\cholog\.
YoX are Wo be commended for Waking on Whe challenge of a college-leYel coXrVe dXring WhiV \ear. If Whe
efforW iV pXW in, Whe reZardV can be VignificanW. OXr goal iV Wo creaWe a leYel of XnderVWanding and inWereVW in
pV\cholog\ WhaW Zill benefiW \oX in WhiV claVV and Whe remainder of \oXr college-leYel coXrVeV.

COURSE TEXTBOOK

PV\chRORg\ fRU Whe AP CRXUVe ± 3rd EdiWion ± M\erV and DeZall

CLASS POLICIES

General E[pectations:
AWWendance iV paramoXnW Wo VXcceVV in WhiV claVV. SWXdenWV are e[pecWed Wo arriYe on Wime and prepared for
claVV. When Whe bell ringV Wo begin claVV, VWXdenWV mXVW be VeaWed and read\ Wo be engaged in Whe maWerial
and WopicV of WhaW claVV period. SWXdenWV are alVo e[pecWed Wo acWiYel\ parWicipaWe in claVV diVcXVVionV and
acWiYiWieV and compleWe all aVVigned readingV and oWher aVVignmenWV.

Be poliWe and reVpecW oWher¶V opinionV and beliefV. SWXdenWV are e[pecWed Wo folloZ Whe rXleV and
procedXreV WhaW are giYen on Whe firVW da\ of Vchool.



Cheating/Plagiarism:
NO CHEATING or PLAGIARISM! There are NO EXCUSES and I haYe a ZERO TOLERANCE polic\
for WheVe offenVeV.

SWXdenWV Zill be doing a VXbVWanWial amoXnW of ZriWing boWh in claVV and aW home. Work iV e[pecWed Wo be
original, Zhich meanV VWXdenWV are noW Wo cop\ anVZerV direcWl\ from a book, Whe inWerneW or anoWher
VWXdenW.

All WeVWV/eVVa\V/FRQ anVZerV (free reVponVe qXeVWionV) Zill be HANDWRITTEN IN PEN and
compleWed DURING CLASS OR 7TH PERIOD SUPPORT TIME.

Plagiari]ed papers will result in a ]ero for the assignment and an appearance before the OPHS
ethics board for plagiarism. Note that plagiarism ma\ result in the removal of a student from the
AP class and/or a failing grade for the assignment, marking period or course.

Grading:

Since oXr objecWiYe Zill be Wo prepare \oX for Whe naWional AP e[am WhaW iV adminiVWered in Ma\, \oXr
grade for each grading period Zill conViVW of college-leYel mXlWiple-choice e[amV, YocabXlar\ qXi]]eV,
eVVa\V and dail\ acWiYiWieV.

GradeV Zill be deWermined b\ \oXr performance on Whe WeVWV/FRQV, aVVignmenWV and oWher claVVroom
acWiYiWieV. WhaWeYer grade \oX earn aW Whe end of Whe Werm iV Whe grade \oX earn in Whe claVV. There iV no
negotiating.

Grading Criteria:

Unit Tests (7 per semester): 60%
Final E[am (1st semester)/Video Write-ups (2nd semester): 20%
Homework/Classwork: 15%
Participation/Behavior: 5%

(The instructor reserves the right to modif\ the following s\llabus as he/she deems necessar\.)

Grading Scale:

A (> 89.5%) = E[cellenW
B (> 79.5%) = AboYe AYerage
C (>69.5%) = AYerage
D (>59.5%) = BeloZ AYerage
(An\Whing beloZ 59.5%) = Fail



SWXdenWV are reVponVible for reading and VWXd\ing Whe We[W. While mXch of Whe We[W Zill be diVcXVVed in
claVV, Vome of iW Zill be coYered WhroXgh independenW learning. EYer\Whing in Whe book haV Whe poVVibiliW\
of being on Whe AP e[am, Vo \oX are e[pecWed Wo VWXd\ all of iW. FailXre Wo read Whe enWire We[W and
VXpplemenWal reading Zill likel\ haYe a negaWiYe impacW on \oXr grade. Therefore, KEEPING UP WITH
THE DAILY READING IS CRUCIAL FOR SUCCESS IN THIS COURSE!

Note Taking:

Keep a noWebook or binder ZiWh all claVV noWeV. YoX are reVponVible Wo bring \oXr noWebook or binder Wo
eYer\ claVV.

PowerPoint Lecture Notes:

DXring claVV lecWXre/diVcXVVion, VWXdenWV Zill NOT haYe acceVV Wo Wheir ChromebookV. Therefore, VWXdenWV
VhoXld bring a printed cop\ of Whe PoZerPoinW lecWXre noWeV Wo claVV each da\. SWXdenWV Zill haYe acceVV
Wo Wheir ChromebookV dXring claVV Zork Wime (W\picall\ dXring Whe Vecond half of Whe claVV).

Videos:

ThroXghoXW Whe Vchool \ear, VWXdenWV Zill be YieZing a nXmber of VhorW YideoV, man\ of Zhich Zill come
from Whe YoXTXbe channel Crash Course Ps\cholog\ (Vee poVWV in Whe ClaVVroom page).

FXll-lengWh feaWXre filmV WhaW Pa\ be XVed aW Whe end of Vecond VemeVWer inclXde Whe folloZing:

RaiQ MaQ, MePeQWR, EWeUQaO SXQVhiQe Rf Whe SSRWOeVV MiQd, IQVide OXW, GRRdZiOO HXQWiQg

Essa\ Writing:

The College Board reqXireV VWXdenWV Wo ZriWe eVVa\V in dark blXe or black ink on Whe AP E[am, Vo \oX Zill
be reqXired (XnleVV inVWrXcWed oWherZiVe b\ \oXr Weacher) Wo do Whe Vame for all in-claVV WeVWV (ZiWh
e[cepWion of an\ ScanWron WeVWV).

All PoZerPoinW lecWXre noWeV are aYailable Wo prinW or doZnload in oXr Vhared Google ClaVVroom (link Wo
be giYen on Whe firVW da\ of claVV). Some of WheVe maWerialV are cop\righWed and noW Wo be diVWribXWed Wo
an\one oXWVide of Whe cXrrenWl\ enrolled claVV.

Some docXmenWar\ YideoV, moYieV or Yideo clipV from TV VhoZV or moYieV Pa\ be XVed dXring Whe
Vchool \ear Wo encoXrage criWical Whinking and alloZ VWXdenWV Wo anal\]e and appl\ concepWV learned in Whe
claVVroom Wo ViWXaWionV WhaW ma\ occXr dXring oXr lifeVpan.

(The instructor reserves the right to modif\ the following s\llabus if deemed necessar\.)



Electronic Devices:

DXring claVV lecWXreV/diVcXVVionV/acWiYiWieV, DEVICES SUCH AS CHROMEBOOKS AND LAPTOPS
ARE NOT TO BE USED (MUST BE PUT AWAY). THESE DEVICES MAY ONLY BE USED BY
STUDENTS DURING THE ASSIGNED CLASSROOMWORK TIME.

CELL PHONES MUST BE TURNED IN WHEN TAKING ROLL AT THE BEGINNING OF THE
PERIOD. STUDENTS WILL HAVE ACCESS TO THEIR PHONES DURING THE BREAK AT
THE END OF CLASS EACH DAY.

Make Up Polic\:

All make Xp e[amV mXVW be compleWedWITHIN ONEWEEK (7 DAYS) FOLLOWING AN
ABSENCE.

ASSIGNMENTS WILL RECEIVE FULL CREDIT ONLY IF THEY ARE COMPLETE
AND TURNED IN WHEN COLLECTED AT THE START OF CLASS ON THE DUE
DATE. ALL LATEWORKWILL EARN HALF CREDIT IF TURNED IN ONE CLASS
PERIOD LATE. NOWORK TURNED IN PAST THIS POINT WILL BE ACCEPTED.

AP COURSE DEMANDS

The e[pecWaWionV for WhiV claVV are conViVWenW ZiWh WhoVe of an\ AdYanced PlacemenW coXrVe. SWXdenWV
VhoXld e[pecW a Zorkload Vimilar Wo WhaW of a college leYel coXrVe. ThiV Zill inYolYe e[WenViYe reading
eYer\ nighW, acWiYe parWicipaWion in claVV diVcXVVionV and acWiYiWieV, Waking noWeV, eWc.

ADVANCED PLACEMENT FOR COLLEGE CREDIT

One of Whe goalV of WhiV coXrVe iV Wo prepare \oX for Whe AP e[aminaWion. The AP grade for college crediW
Zill be deWermined b\ Waking Whe College Board E[am in Ma\. The WeVW iV WZo hoXrV long and conViVWV of
100 mXlWiple choice qXeVWionV and free reVponVe qXeVWionV. A paVVing Vcore Zill earn \oX college crediW
for Whe claVV aW moVW collegeV and XniYerViWieV.



COURSE PLAN

ThiV claVV conformV Wo Whe College Board WopicV for Whe AdYanced PlacemenW InWrodXcWor\ PV\cholog\
E[aminaWion and coYerV Whe folloZing:

(The instructor reserves the right to modif\ the following s\llabus if deemed necessar\.)

Unit 1: Ps\cholog\¶s Histor\ and Approaches (4% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 1: PV\cholog\ and iWV HiVWor\
ā ModXle 2: Toda\¶V PV\cholog\ and IWV ApproacheV
ā ModXle 3: SXbfieldV in PV\cholog\

Unit 2: Research Methods: Thinking Criticall\ with Ps\chological Science (8% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 4: The Need for PV\chological Science
ā ModXle 5: The ScienWific MeWhod and DeVcripWion
ā ModXle 6: CorrelaWion and E[perimenWaWion
ā ModXle 7: ReVearch DeVign and EWhicV in PV\cholog\
ā ModXle 8: SWaWiVWical ReaVoning in EYer\da\ Life

Unit 3: Biological Bases of Behavior (9% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 9: Biological PV\cholog\ and NeXroWranVmiVVion
ā ModXle 10: The NerYoXV and Endocrine S\VWem
ā ModXle 11: SWXd\ing Whe Brain, Older Brain SWrXcWXreV and Whe Limbic S\VWem
ā ModXle 12: The Cerebral CorWe[
ā ModXle 13: Brain HemiVphere Organi]aWion and Whe Biolog\ of ConVcioXVneVV
ā ModXle 14: BehaYior GeneWicV: PredicWing IndiYidXal DifferenceV
ā ModXle 15: EYolXWionar\ PV\cholog\: UnderVWanding HXman NaWXre

Unit 4: Sensation and Perception (8% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 16: BaVic ConcepWV of SenVaWion and PercepWion
ā ModXle 17: InflXenceV on PercepWion
ā ModXle 18: ViVion: SenVor\ and PercepWXal ProceVVing
ā ModXle 19: ViVXal Organi]aWion and InWerpreWaWion
ā ModXle 20: Hearing
ā ModXle 21: The OWher SenVeV

Unit 5: States of Consciousness (4% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 22: UnderVWanding ConVcioXVneVV and H\pnoViV
ā ModXle 23: Sleep PaWWernV and Sleep TheorieV
ā ModXle 24: Sleep DepriYaWion, Sleep DiVorderV and DreamV
ā ModXle 25: PV\choacWiYe DrXgV



Unit 6: Learning (8% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 26: HoZ We Learn and ClaVVical CondiWioning
ā ModXle 27: OperanW CondiWioning
ā ModXle 28: OperanW CondiWioning¶V ApplicaWionV and CompariVon Wo ClaVVical
CondiWioning
ā ModXle 29: Biolog\, CogniWion and Learning
ā ModXle 30: ObVerYaWional Learning

Unit 7: Cognition (9% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 31: SWXd\ing and Encoding MemorieV
ā ModXle 32: SWoring and ReWrieYing MemorieV
ā ModXle 33: ForgeWWing, Memor\ ConVWrXcWion and ImproYing Memor\
ā ModXle 34: Thinking, ConcepWV, and CreaWiYiW\
ā ModXle 35: SolYing ProblemV and Making DeciVionV
ā ModXle 36: Thinking and LangXage

Unit 8: Motivation, Emotion, and Stress (8% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 37: MoWiYaWional ConcepWV
ā ModXle 38: HXnger MoWiYaWion
ā ModXle 39: Se[Xal MoWiYaWionV
ā ModXle 40: AffiliaWion and AchieYemenW
ā ModXle 41: TheorieV and PV\cholog\ of EmoWion
ā ModXle 42: E[preVVing EmoWion
ā ModXle 43: SWreVV and IllneVV
ā ModXle 44: HealWh and HappineVV

Unit 9: Developmental Ps\cholog\ (8% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 45: DeYelopmenWal IVVXeV, PrenaWal DeYelopmenW and Whe NeZborn
ā ModXle 46: Infanc\ and Childhood: Ph\Vical DeYelopmenW
ā ModXle 47: Infanc\ and Childhood: CogniWiYe DeYelopmenW
ā ModXle 48: Infanc\ and Childhood: Social DeYelopmenW
ā ModXle 49: Gender DeYelopmenW
ā ModXle 50: ParenWV, PeerV, and Earl\ E[perience
ā ModXle 51: AdoleVcence: Ph\Vical and CogniWiYe DeYelopmenW
ā ModXle 52: AdoleVcence: Social DeYelopmenW and Emerging AdXlWhood
ā ModXle 53: Se[Xal DeYelopmenW
ā ModXle 54: AdXlWhood: Ph\Vical, CogniWiYe and Social DeYelopmenW

Unit 10: Personalit\ (6% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 55: PV\choanal\Wic and PV\chod\namic TheorieV
ā ModXle 56: HXmaniVWic TheorieV
ā ModXle 57: TraiW TheorieV
ā ModXle 58: Social-CogniWiYe TheorieV
ā ModXle 59: E[ploring Whe Self



Unit 11: Testing and Individual Differences (6% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 60: InWrodXcWion Wo InWelligence
ā ModXle 61: AVVeVVing InWelligence
ā ModXle 62: The D\namicV of InWelligence
ā ModXle 63: SWXd\ing GeneWic and EnYironmenWal InflXenceV on InWelligence
ā ModXle 64: GroXp DifferenceV and Whe QXeVWion of BiaV

Unit 12: Abnormal Behavior (7% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 65: InWrodXcWion Wo PV\chological DiVorderV
ā ModXle 66: An[ieW\ DiVorderV, ObVeVViYe-CompXlViYe DiVorder and PTSD
ā ModXle 67: DepreVViYe DiVorderV, Bipolar DiVorder, SXicide and Self-InjXr\
ā ModXle 68: Schi]ophrenia
ā ModXle 69: OWher DiVorderV

Unit 13: Treatment of Abnormal Behavior (7% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 70: InWrodXcWion Wo Therap\, and PV\chod\namic and HXmaniVWic TherapieV
ā ModXle 71: BehaYior, CogniWiYe, and GroXp TherapieV
ā ModXle 72: EYalXaWing PV\choWherapieV
ā ModXle 73: The Biomedical TherapieV and PreYenWing PV\chological DiVorderV

Unit 14: Social Ps\cholog\ (7% of coXrVe)
ā ModXle 74: AWWribXWion, AWWiWXdeV, and AcWionV
ā ModXle 75: ConformiW\ and Obedience
ā ModXle 76: GroXp BehaYior
ā ModXle 77: PrejXdice and DiVcriminaWion
ā ModXle 78: AggreVVion
ā ModXle 79: AWWracWion
ā ModXle 80: AlWrXiVm, ConflicW and Peacemaking



I haYe read and XnderVWand Whe reqXiremenWV and e[pecWaWionV VWaWed in Whe V\llabXV and promiVe
Wo folloZ Whe rXleV of Whe claVV Wo Whe beVW of m\ abiliW\.

Return this page to Mr. Me\er

Student Name (print): _______________________________

Student Signature: ____________________________ Date: _____________________

Parent Signature: _____________________________ Date: _____________________


